— Wousy =& oty

SAINT PAUL AREA SYNOD

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

November 25, 2024

Joy inthe Presence

by Bishop Patricia Lull

A week ago | was in Guatemala City for a visit to the Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala
(ILAG), one of our global companions. | was accompanied by Pastor Justin Grimm, assistant
to the bishop, and joined by Bishop Kevin Strickland and Pastor Justin Eller from the



Southeastern Synod. These few days together offered an opportunity to encourage our
common work in the Gospel and to deepen the historic ties that bind us together....

The four of us from ELCA synods reaffirmed our concrete commitments to ILAG. Our
engagement in Guatemala is most well known by those in a congregation-to-congregation
partnership but | invite all of us in the Saint Paul Area Synod to step more deeply into this
global partnership. How might you do that? Every congregation can pray for our global
partners in Guatemala (and in Tanzania) each week in worship. Secondly, sign up for the
partner newsletter here, which highlights our common work, or attend an event or the fall
gala, sponsored by the synod’s Guatemala Committee. Know that it is not too late to become
a partnership congregation, a process you can start by talking to me.

At the end of the journey, what sticks with me most is the incredible joy | felt in the presence
of those who love and lead the church, as | do in this place. It was my privilege to preach
during Sunday worship, exploring the words of Psalm 16 — Protect me, O God, for in you | take
refuge. | say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord; | have no good apart from you.” These days that’s
the kind of promise we all need to cling to. Then, like families everywhere, | sat at the table
with my fellow travelers and hosts for lunch. Long after the dishes were cleared, we lingered,
telling stories and laughing together with a trust that goes to the heart of all we do.

Read Bishop Lull's full message.

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

ery

The synod office will be closed Thyrsday and Friday. &



https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxa0zdEUEdxUa4eImMLaOtavpnwfTOw4fpI5CZ8LcbFBfR28F65G0gOWUqbYMOwyzGBmsykNnuxDt2aicm1-Yyh2DtCJKyNbV7n0bYeUuc_UMOIUMY99s1KZeHr3Rq2J7fg==&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxa0zdEUEdxUaUiDHV3zqXPpeMRnhOy2f3TWUqlxkqinE0sxCPFLO9cVHONSVS6f34KEStZgQhNEwSh98SHAvJg2qe5ricEboB-T7Xc5xZmgUElMMGzo3hkB0stRzqVj0zMy2MWez5f0XqnSEf9FEKKU=&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==

ELCA Youth Gathering Input

The 2027 ELCA Youth Gathering is coming to the Twin Cities and Gathering staff would love to
get some input from us locals! They are coming to the area in early December to hold two
different listening opportunities: one for youth directors on Dec. 5 and one for middle/high
schoolers on Dec. 7. Learn more and RSVP.

Bring your lunch and chat with Gathering Staff about
the future of the ministry and the 2027 Gathering.

(:] December 5, 12-1:30pm (‘) Westwood, St. Louls Park

h CHILDREN'S MINISTRY GATHERING

For staff and key volunteers in the Saint Paul & Minneapolis Area Synods

‘ DEC.9 @ 1 P.M. | HOUSE OF PRAYER, RICHFIELD
Topic: The Demands of Kids' Ministry

Youth Ministry Gathering
Tuesday, Dec. 10 - 3 p.m. | Insight Brewing, Minneapolis

We're celebrating the holidays with a social hour this month! All youth ministry staff and key
leaders are invited to this informal networking time. No registration is necessary; just show
up!
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ELCA Coaching
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ELCA Coaching

Supportive Spaces: Support Group for Faith Leaders

As we process changes and transitions, we are often

grappling with complex emotions and concerns for ourselves and our communities. In
response, ELCA Coaching is hosting conversation opportunities for lay and rostered leaders
to come together as people of faith, share experiences, and find healing and strength in
community. Supportive Spaces is a cohort-based program designed to enhance the holistic
well-being and effectiveness of church leaders. Registration is required, but there is no cost
to participate. The next Supportive Spaces opportunity will be Dec. 5, 2-3 p.m. Learn more.

Free Coaching Sessions

ELCA Coaching is offering three free coaching sessions for rostered and congregational
leaders who are navigating troubled times and difficult spaces. These sessions will help
leaders reflect on what happened, break through feelings of isolation/helplessness, process
grief and develop a plan for moving forward. Learn more.

|
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PRAYER SERVICE FOR ROSTERED MINISTERS
Tuesday, December 17 at 9 a.m. | St. Timothy, St. Paul

Scripture, music & prayers with other pastors and deacons in the synod

Community Organizing for Climate Justice Course

Applications are now open for the 2025 Community Organizing for Climate Justice Program
through the Center for Climate Justice and Faith at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary.
The program is fully online and meets weekly January-April 2025. The program is ideal for
community leaders, faith-based organization staff, recent seminary graduates, congregation
representatives passionate about climate justice, and more. Application deadline: Dec.

1. Apply here.
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Musical Advent Calendar LSM N(usi_cal ‘,
. L Advent Calendar é
Experience the anticipation and hope of the Advent
w0 . -

season with Lutheran Summer Music's fourth
December 1-24

annual Musical Advent Calendar. From Dec. 1-24,

immerse yourself in a daily moment of music and ‘

reflection shared on LSM's Fe?cebook., Instagram, [SMacademy.org/acal @%ﬁ;’.‘»g‘f‘f”

and YouTube pages and archived on its website. To

have these daily videos delivered straight to your

inbox, sign up here.

EVENTS OF INTEREST

National Lutheran Choir Christmas Festival

Friday, Dec. 13- 4:30 p.m.; Saturday, Dec.14-1:30 & 8 p.m. |
Basilica of Saint Mary, Minneapolis

The National Lutheran Choir's 2024 Christmas Festival, "Healing
of the Nations," seeks to bring a beacon of hope to all who open
their hearts and listen. The concert includes the premiere of a
new Christmas Suite by Taylor Scott Davis as well as works by
James MacMillan, Galina Grigorjeva, Nancy Grundahl, Roland
Carter, Anne Krentz Organ, and more. A new Children’s Christmas Choir will sing alongside
NLC. The 1:30 performance on Dec. 14 will be available to all via livestream. Learn more.

Discerning God's Call Retreat L LUTH ER
SEMINARY

Sunday, Jan. 12-Tuesday, Jan. 14 | Shores of St. Andrew,
New London

Are you wondering how God is calling you to serve? This three-day retreat by Luther Seminary
will explore the theological concepts of vocation, the priesthood of all believers and the
multiple callings that followers of Jesus live. Participants can carpool from the Luther
Seminary campus or meet at the retreat center in New London. The cost is $200 for double
occupancy or $240 for a single. Partial scholarships are available for prospective

students. Learn more and register by Dec. 16.
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JUSTM ove Lock-ln 1CORINTHIANS 12:12-27
Sunday, Jan. 19-Monday, Jan. 20 | Woodlake, Richfield < =\

-
Richfield Area Lutheran Youth and other partnering churches in ‘/j .
the Twin Cities are putting together the second JUSTMove “STM"VE!
Lock-in for MLK, Jr. weekend. This justice-themed event is for I—
students in 6th-9th grades, with community leadership roles
for 10th-12th graders. There will be inflatables, games, a
JUSTmove presentation by Joe Davis and David Scherer with
music, poetry, storytelling, dance and conversation.
Registration is free (suggested donation of $10 which will be given for 2027 ELCA Youth
Gathering MYLE scholarships). Learn more.

NLC Choral Tune-Up

Friday, Jan. 31-Saturday, Feb. 1 | Roseville Lutheran,
Roseville

The National Lutheran Choir invites musicians from
your congregation to join them to connect with other
church singers, learn new music and work with
internationally renowned clinicians. Dr. Andre J.
Thomas and Dr. Brandon Boyd will guide participants
through the richness of Black sacred music. A master class on conducting kicks things off on
Friday evening while a Tune-Up Festival & Concert is offered on Saturday for adult and youth
singers, music directors and future educators. Learn more.

Faith Community Nursing Foundations Course FAITH
COMMUNITY

Five Sessions in February-March NURSE NETWORK

The Faith Community Nurse Network of the Greater Twin il . .

Cities is offering the Foundations Course for RNs who want to

become Faith Community Nurses (also known as parish of the Greater Twin Cities

nurses). Others may enroll but will not receive FCN
certification. The course includes five sessions in February and March with content that
covers:

e howto blend nursing knowledge and skills with the spiritual dimension of FCN
practice


https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxTnNJcIkwXNPEccEYv7G0DJU6__iurH5pPdXR9Lz7MB9JkaRMjjDpsH-ufKuvs7D3C6rog3VXnTY-BYA3M_SO60lNYSGK5PKJg==&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxa0zdEUEdxUaxYuiY20FnmeShSODCvoL7tX4dQKRM-am7AwUkob1mtpl0-xS4_b10iLYxlcEJHbNRlQrOU-vHczZXQxlPrG-B24JV-A1b8TvXfMq94o6NQCb5_xVxoQuchfVU82chYKbdI3GMOo9qoUeP6MEZiI8X8G6YaL8B-erbCTVhZzNjGYKzcicdrM_l-P8AARWob-Kkt_aGs388bCi3su2LAb73D6Jrb3Z4aw9Mu2FIBt70e7ORAmO-J0CqozQuFSJePgSY0tXBO4Gm2RB44qz0DnD0j8ZRUH3o7OzP_XwoaY2KPIhiMaO5MCTZQGqYqD4FpE1OJfhs-9mLeI=&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==

e steps for beginning FCN ministry including professionalism, communication,
teamwork, legal and ethical issues

e how to promote whole-person health
¢ how healing, health, prayer and spirituality are integral aspects of FCN

e how to care for yourself as you care for others

Learn more about the course. Faith Community Nursing may include education, advocacy,
resources and intentional care of the spirit as it relates to health. Want to learn more? Watch
a video to hear a Twin Cities pastor discuss how a FCN is impacting ministry.

Contemplative Renewal Immersion

The Center for Clergy Renewal at Holy Wisdom
Monastery is accepting applications for its cohort
for Contemplative Renewal Immersions. This is an
opportunity for early to mid-career (loosely three
to 15 years past ordination) to walk in community
with an ecumenical cohort of pastors for two
years. The summer immersion will be held June
23-30, 2025. This will be followed by a winter immersion Jan. 22-28, 2026 and small group
online gatherings running through the summer of 2027. Learn more.

The Center for Clergy Renewal at Holy Wisdom Monastery near Madison, Wisc., invites clergy
to find rest at a Deep Breath self-guided retreat. Stays including food are covered by grants
for up to six nights. Learn more.

A Sparked Imagination Writing Workshop
June 23-27 | Collegeville Institute, Collegeville

The last few years have been taxing for pastors and other faith leaders. This workshop aims to
nourish and restore the imaginations of those who are responsible for nourishing the
imaginations of their communities. Participants will engage in poetry, visual art, writing about
visual art; delve into the histories of words; practice thinking and writing metaphorically.
There will also be silence and space for reading and writing (or walking or breathing). The Rev.
Dr. Lauren Winner is Associate Professor of Christian Spirituality at Duke Divinity School and
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Vicar of St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church in Durham, N.C. Her books include Girl Meets
God, Mudhouse Sabbath, A Cheerful and Comfortable Faith, Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith
Crisis, and Wearing God. Learn more.

Other Events:

e Tool Kit for Congregational Leaders & Conference Assemblies - Feb. 22 | Shepherd
of the Valley, Apple Valley

e 2025 Synod Assembly - May 16-17 | St. Andrew's, Mahtomedi

SYNOD STAFF IN CONGREGATIONS

Bishop Patricia Lull

e December 8 - St. James, Burnsville (preaching)

Blogs Calendar News About Calls
Job Openings ELCA Living Lutheran

The Saint Paul Area Synod, which includes 106 congregations and new mission starts,

is one of 65 synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

00

spas-elca.org | 651-224-4313


https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxTnNJcIkwXNPiyF-LjUpQBCPi9prFQS-9EYa7kXfUfjCEUviAlYGOySKKnZ9LR1ka8snyUfj-n7TVspB8LmEKq0E_x4xK6kC7VDGC6yMYVCHgGa0Qo7YrkjXowKr77ekGSbFcLpvyDQ8Z-96QCz9ZsNvvBuVhjwNmy3G-zz4HspY&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxa0zdEUEdxUaHoVy7JoNqy3TSvH6QY2E02auhmAkRUoRMZPC4fIM0CwP2srCiQAD4J1O0aMdkADkl5ccrLFzU5y9MD1zdE2819YA_ZbW7gEbcPDvjtt3g0IO2SA2owVHeXFplHZJDQCrVGhm9gSYrB3OjLQY01fa-Q==&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxf8PFp614i-0U23FY9pVIwo9OsMQjx2CHx-vZ5fDQl_-Tk2EO7iItBzCUgdTtVvgn6iFyeyWmvHXOLS29-4-ZkYFmDPiwF99vs9xL7OBBu5a&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxYZDZy4iBxnnfsg-V8y7lVPzxhGqI5WeYC79qin2d_C4iqQmh7ydmPoIFboFmF4XM9e3GPrCiTu-0rDerPnpiqOsLF2kI9lfLG4WNr31dgrul36kGLv1yn4hevDJc3YUAA==&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxYZDZy4iBxnnZ1y6to4V5l_929JRkiZSysa2oA5BnNVZ6HYmtahvVq8V8C49NtVg3yU_PVKa-HmWFcLaJXbKUqJAgyPGuj6bHaxU2e0sBcCbWln6_-IOvmWevYx7G30HJAZKyQOLObY-hkuEAhZlK-zXVwvjJN64yg==&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxYZDZy4iBxnn4H4u5MORFSaGnKcQO17i4l3RFyFIgSgqg8UG4B0IOMhO4Fs-ObgYZ9sz2qez7QThJqwrI4FlAmg76F4Etd8NTp9Sw453rPBaDr8xT-OlwKCflC8tmW0NcCjXSOHrsZv2&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxb32DIvQ6PJwl5kKjBcTcEUtUgKtvzh-16MiQp2rHCblKlKsUDNJvlcAfUKe6JH4cDTa9XM0o2YqC-lwJEwojhzwOS8d0WHUyQ==&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxTq0x1GFFWJ_tq20uOiTov_awEZ56TWb1aXIRK5y0rfwmxzwOEUJsZZRwsq-_kAhvwVM6QYa9sNw-MPXUkRUA5dfE0CEa37UgiIr1nUVpHqR&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxeTjqPmSKCfzQ_vQZnLNZPycC4CQkA5H3vAZ3eH9Tl8UsXJIPRAN-53JPmx7MFK5i3t9Uqhhe_hkENfm3xagSuVGgxOcbkQqcg==&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxc1fb-u0Ys9TRW_hYCvm1GcccbgTSIZiYgfuhKXoBybGAqoKkOVMkJ5cmgBPR2wpVa2UgdCi8yBXV4MdrcC9TYeMj7woP7wlkVztYMAL2mqla1XbcuYZPP6FfnMAMDZ-oA==&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==
https://84ry5rcab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-tNBVQYgkRMdRqvl2xU9E1KJ_7bgUKlKHG4rNZq6UTkAGcEcsWtBxQqWN1gRiZ6InwUeN7T9AFhf-NBWhB2LNjratGPstI8kP_VuW22hKCxTN0VCpZlMizFOVtRVFweHozhV4nLi6kevMSxe_2CcWhCx3yJSzKbrONySvAZ2KRg=&c=RlGl-gUBBNH3zaXsrwLBk_ssC7g94S0ObOUbXrQOT-gqBCrQkKN-Ig==&ch=u5chSIoST2lxX2HyjKLx1vajBsV5epkTktTNz_alt9S9mdS2PmkfBQ==

